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Chairman6sMessage 1 i i
Activities ’ 1-2 By Rick Reiff
Editords Corner 2
National Corvette Museum 2 I think you might <call this
In the Family 50 years and Counting message as | am writing it for our Chapter Chairman,
By Tom Neel 24 Rick Reiff. As most of you know by now, Rick fared
the catastrophic loss of his house due to a freak fire
on Friday night May 2, 2008. He was backing his
CHAIRMAN Rick Reiff Corvette out of the garage when a fire erupted in the
. engine bay. Normally this would just be a concern
Rre'ﬁ@RWEeCk'com (303) 766-2654 about the well being of the car, but that ight
Term expires: 12/31/2008 extremely high winds fanned the fire back into the
VICE CHAIRMAN Bob Montgomery garage and began burning the house structure.

Fortunately Daphyne was able to get both the kids

and pets out of the house before it was totally

engulfed in flames that spread at an extremely fast
rate. As a result, the house and contents are a total

|l oss, along with the

Corvett

their Volvo SUV. Currently the Reiffs are staying with
neighbors until more suitable temporary housing can
be located. Your RMC board members are loakji

into what might be appropriate in the way of family
assistance and we will keep you updated on that

endeavor.

On a lighter note, | want to compliment my
committee members and all of the RMC volunteers
who helped make our Rocky Mountain Regional the
success it was. Outside of the weather, which forced
us into our backup plan for judging on the lower

level, the meet went very smoothly. | had many

people come up to me and compliment us on how
well run the event was. This was only possible due to
a large effort by many people who did an outstanding

job. My thanks and appreciation goes out to
everyone involved.

Save the Wave
Ralph Ridge,
Past Chairman

Activities FaMarch and April
By Mike Bird

After a great Regional, we still have some great

activities for June.

We will have a road tour on June 21sfThis tour, we
will have a picnic at lunchtime sdring your ownfood
and drinks. Information will be emailed to you in the

near future on times and places.


mailto:Sunvette62@cs.com

Looking ahead, we will be having our liegpendence
Day Party/ Board meeting at Dirk Gaddis and Lisa
Racz's housen Evergreen from 10:00am to 5:00pm

Lets all have a great summer

Mike Bird
Activities Coordinator

Editors Corner
By Dennis Dalton

| volunteered to chair the parking comrttiee at this
recent regional. | had a lot of help from Bob
Montgomery, Chuck Banks, Arnie Yuen, Jon Whitely,
Pete Gregory and 2 or 3 others who came the day of
move in to lend a hand. The snow was flying and the
wind was bl owing. | esdrdd n @
put on everything | brought with me to keep warm. |
even borrowed a jacket and gloves from Dave
Heitzman. Jan Bogan ran for hot chocolafer those

of us up on level 4 all day. To top it off, the next day |
judged chassis and was on the cold cemeiffitom 8

to 4. You really have to like this. To end the whole
event and make it worth vkile, 1 got my black hat at
the banquet. | vas kind of odd but Pete Gregory
John Hilborn and myself all sat next to each othet
the same table All three of us receivd black hats
that evening and we were the only three to get hats.

Dennis Dalton, Editor

National Corvette Museum
By Ron Berggren

For those of you who didn't already know,

the National Corvette Museum recently broke ground
on a new 47,000 square footaddition. One of the
areas of expansion will include a state of the art

Corvette archives and libraryThis will allow for the
preservation of valuable documents, film, photos and
artifacts. It will be a centralized location for Corvette
research and rderence.

On our return trip fromthe Chattanooga regional
meet, Ralph Ridge, Jim Lennartz, Russ Steinhaus
and lvisited the NCM.We had a chance to meet
with the executive director Wendell Strode

and deliverymanager Gary CockrielMost of the cars
are on loan from private ownersHopefully, we will
be able to see Jim Lennartz's '63' in the museum in
the near future. Good luck Jim!

With all the exciting things going on at the NCM, |
would encourage you to become a museum

member. Your support woud be greatly appreciated
and you would be helping to preserve the history of a
greatcar.

Ron Berggren
NCM Ambassador

oln The
By Tom Neel

Familydé50

The story of my '57 Fuelie (#E57S5104793)
begins in the spring of 1958 in Burlingme,
California. 1 was a senior in high school at the time.
My older brother, who was away at Stanford
University, had a 1949 MG TC that was temporarily
at home while he was "mending some fences and
some grades" at school. Because the MG had
recently been re-painted and retopped after an
accident, | decided to enter it in the Hillsborough
Concours d'Elegance. At the show, my mother saw a
Corvette up close for the first time, and said she
wBuRl ik to RallePoHed Ncoufd Ind? Belleve she was
serious becatse | had never seen her in anything but
a big Buick, but | mentioned in jest that a high school
classmate of my brother had one for sale. It was
either a '56 or a '57 with dual 4barrel carbs and
standard shift, and it had been driven just as you
might expect by a nineteeryearold boy- hard!

A couple of days later when we went by
Ron's house, his car was parked out front. Once
again in jest, | pointed it out to Mom and said that
was definitely what she should get. After thinking
about it for a fewdays, she stopped the next time
she saw it out front and left a note saying she was
interested in buying it! When she had not heard from
Ron for a few days, | was asked to call to see if he
really wanted to sell. Upon calling, | learned that he
had justsold it. Yes, he had seen the note, but he
thought it was a joke. He could not believe that the
mother of a good friend was interested in what was
really a racecarl Mom was disappointed, but |
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figured it was only a momentary interest that would
soon pass.

| got through graduation and went away for a
summer job. Nothing more had been said about a
Corvette. Therefore, you can imagine my surprise
when | returned home at the end of summer to find
an Aztec Copper 1957 Fuel Injection Corvette with
four-speed transmission sitting in the driveway! | had
mixed emotions since | was heading off to Stanford
in a week or so and would not get to enjoy it. It
wasn't fair. Why didn't she get it six months earlier
while | was still at home! To make matters even
worse, a few months later Mom and Dad moved to
Los Angeles, so that | could not even get home on
the weekends to take it out.

The person from whom Mom bought the car
told her its early history. An oriental man who owned
a fish market in San Francisco d@ginally purchased it
from Dick Bullis Chevrolet in San Mateo, California.
He was a small man and did not like the manual
transmission. He traded it in with less than 5000
miles on it for one with an automatic. It was then
purchased by a young man whodd dreams of
racing it, but claimed that he never did. Before he
had put 3000 miles on it he decided to get married,
and could no longer afford it. Mom, who had
obviously never given up thinking about getting a
Corvette, saw it in a service garage, ingei about it,
and bought it directly from owner number two.

If you will excuse the pun, there is something
ofishyd about the cards
ownership. First, the car is a heatedelete, radio
delete, courtesylight-delete model wih fuel injection
(RPO 579, a #4520 unit), a higHift camshatft,
mechanical lifters and 283 HP (RPO 448), a close
ration fourspeed transmission (RPO 685), a
positraction rear axle (RPO 678), a #1110908 dual
drive distributor, and a hard top in lieu of softop
(RPO 419). This was obviously ordered as a racing
machine! Not something you would expect a small
oriental fishmonger to have ordered. Second, even
though the car was in perfect condition when Mom

r

bought it, recent restoration work indicates that it
was most likely dragaced during its first year. There
are crude steel pieces welded to the frame cross
members that were al most
strapé that wrapped over
it from penetrating the driver compartment ibroken.
The tail shaft of the transmission has a 1958 part
date, indicating that the transmission was probably
blown and repaired in 1958. Finally, the driveside
window has been replaced with nooriginal glass,
and there is evidence of fiberglass regir inside the
door. All this occurred before we got the car in mid
1958.

One of the first owners put in a nostandard
heater to ward off the San Francisco cold, and a nen
standard radio. My dad installed a correct
Wonder bar radi o fonveaiterin a
about 1960. | have since returned the car to its
original heater and radiodelete status.

Mom drove the car as her principle vehicle
until 1962 when she got tired of manhandling it
around Los Angeles traffic. After that, Dad drove it
regularly to work. In 1964, the car was in its only
significant accident, when a taxi ran a red light and
sheared off about five inches of the front fiberglass
and grill. Luckily, there was no frame damage. It
was repaired at Bruno's Corvettes on Ventura
Bou evard in the San
at the time one of the few places to have original
fiberglass molds to rebuild body parts. During the
time of these repairs, other changes were made. My
Dad was unhappy with the ventilation when the top
was a1, so he had the fake air scoops on the finders
turned into functioning vents. The fake screens in the
scoops were drilled out so perfectly that most judges
do not notice. He connected them to airplane style
vents he had installed on each side of the daslie
felt this was the way Chevrolet should have built it in
the first place! The work is so perfect that interior
judges scratch their heads for a long time before
deciding that they are not original. While | lose
originality points because of these, thegre part of
the cards unique family
intention of undoing the professional work done by
Brunods.

i st 0T ¥he daMhasthBd&n idt&redting Rafittrdcé
history. Dad took very good mechanical care of it.
From late 1958 until 1984, it was maintiined only at
Harry Mann Chevrolet in Los Angeles, one of the
largest Corvette dealers at that time. Because fuel
injection was relatively rare, Harry Mann had only
one mechanic who would specialize in tuning them
up. First it was Jimmy, and after his tieement Yuki
took over. These are the only two people who ever
worked on the fuel injection until it was rebuilt in
2006!
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